
From: Veronica Thompson <veronica.thompson@ywammontana.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, April 20, 2010 7:45 PM 
Subject: back to school! 
 
We're just beginning our third week of the Foundations of Community Development (FCD) school.  All that I'm 
learning is incredibly appropriate for what I'm in the middle of with the Haiti project.   
 
For instance, last monday we talked about the difference between relief and development, how both are 
necessary but the timing is key.  We discussed the difference between the two by looking at the verses in 
Galatians 6:2-5, in which it references that we are to carry "each other's burdens" but then carry "our own 
load".  Our "load" falls more under development because if we are each carrying our own loads 
(responsibilities), then we are moving forward with development naturally.  A "burden" falls more under relief 
because it is when our "load" becomes too heavy for us to bear and we need immediate help (i.e. relief) to be 
able to stand under the weight.  Relief is a crucial thing, as long as it is done at the right time.  The result of 
relief is dependence on the helper, whereas the emphasis of development is multiplication.  
 
Good news:  I was informed that the base is only going to charge me $900 for my 3 month lecture phase of this 
school (this is about $400 less than they originally told me), which is great!  So, I have enough right now to pay 
for my lecture portion.  I will still need about $1,500 for the 2 month outreach to haiti (for the plane ticket, room 
& board, and transportation costs on the ground).  I believe the deadline for that money to be in is May 
14th.  Thank you so much for those of you who donated extra to help me fund the tuition and outreach costs; I 
am constantly reminded of how the Body of Christ upholds each other and that we were not created to work 
alone.  I know that God can provide all that I need as I walk out His will in my life.   
 
Please be praying for me to learn all that God has for me in this season, and that I would be able to manage my 
time well between school and the haiti project.  Thank you for your faithful prayer, I wouldn't be able to do this 
without it. 
 
For His Glory, 
Veronica 
 


