
DTS Notes:  Our Disicipleship Training School 

(DTS) finished well.  Right before leaving for 
Nicaragua in mid January, the students made some big 
break throughs in their relationships with God.  As 
DTS staff, we had been challenging them about how 
hungry they were for God and one morning we felt 
God prompting us to set aside the normal schedule to 
create time for them to “be real” with God about 
what they were hungry for.  God showed up in a 
powerful way and helped the students surrender many 
things in their lives that they were holding back from 
Him, or things that were holding them back from 
surrendering their whole lives to Him.  God was very 
clearly speaking to all of them, and us as staff. God 
knew exactly what needed to happen in each of their 
hearts before outreach and it was a privilege to help 
facilitate that growth!
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Outreach: As most of you know, we went to 

Nicaragua and Costa Rica for our six week outreach.  
The outreach went very well and all of the students 
grew tremendously.  The students entered the outreach 
skeptical that God would ever use them to touch and 
change the lives of people, but they left with powerful 
stories of how God specifically gifted them to bring His 
love and hope to the lost and hurting.  For example, 
Alyssa stepped out in faith the first weekend to preach 
for her first time.  Once she pressed on through fear, 
she realized she was gifted in preaching/teaching!  She 
pushed herself to step out in faith throughout the rest 
of the outreach, and is even excited to continue doing 
so now that she is home in Pennsylvania.  Another 
example is from the end of our time in Costa Rica.  
Hannah’s greatest fear was sharing about her 
relationship with God without any preparation or note 
cards.  She chose to do just that 
with a family whose house we 
were rebuilding after the recent 
earthquake!  All of the students 
took turns stepping out of their 
comfort zones to share personal 
testimonies, perform dramas, 
and even preach a message or 
share the Gospel.  It was an 

amazing process to help them walk through and the students were so changed by the 
end of outreach that I could hardly remember what they were like before we left!  
God not only used our group to share His love with children, hurting Christians, and 
longterm workers, but He also used us to share the Gospel with the lost through 
many open-airs.  Over our time in Nicaragua alone we saw 80 adults come to Christ 
and 165 were reconciled after having fallen away.  It is humbling to be used by God in 
such powerful ways.  To Him be all the glory!
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Personal Note:  Thank you all so much for your 

support and prayers.  The prayers that you have 
lifted up for me have helped me walk through the 
last 7 1/2 months and come out a changed person.  
I learned so much through staffing my first DTS 
about how to disciple others, how to lead by 
serving first, and about trusting God no matter 
what is happening.  Your prayers also made it 
possible for me to stand in God’s strength and 
grace as my friend went through such a difficult 
time.  And I need your continued prayers as I step 
into a new leadership role of staffing this DTS 
Equip.  I don’t feel qualified after staffing only one 
DTS, but God is making it clear that He wants me 
to take this role!  I’m also working with another 
DTS staff guy, TJ, to create more and deeper 
connections with pastors of local churches.  We 
are prayerfully working toward building strong 
relationships with them in order to open up more 
opportunities to reach into the community 
alongside local Christians, meanwhile unifying the 
Body of Christ.  TJ and I have our first meeting 
with these pastors a few weeks from now to 
present about YWAM St. Croix and explain about 
our desire to build relationships with them.  

Upcoming Events:  Our base is preparing to host 

the Strategy Conference for all Caribbean YWAM base leaders and 
directors from May 4-8.  This is our first time hosting this 
conference and our base is too small to hold the 42 participants, so 
many will be staying at nearby hotels.  The Caribbean regional 
leaders felt that YWAM St. Croix is becoming the center of the 
change God is bringing to the Caribbean and therefore wanted the 
conference to be held here.  It’s an honor and privilege to be at this 
base as God is moving in new ways to influence the Caribbean.  We 
are also pioneering the six-week DTS Equip school, which aims to 
“equip” Discipleship Training School staff and leaders for the role 
God has called them to.  I attended this school last summer in 
Montana and it was life changing.  DTS Equip has only been held 
twice, both times in Montana.  The founders of this school feel that 
God is calling them to multiply it in different locations around the 
world to better train the thousands of DTS staff across the globe.  
YWAM St. Croix has the privilege of being the first new location.  
The school will run from May 11th - June 20th.  So far we have 13 
applicants accepted and 2 more in process.  Soon after the DTS 
Equip finishes, we will be running two weeks of Vacation Bible 
School for children in the community.  Following that, one of our 
staff girls will be starting a another program here at the base called 
King’s Kids.  This is a very well-known YWAM program that teaches 
children and teenagers how to follow God at a young age.  They 
also learn dramas, dances and songs that they perform during mini-
outreaches.  This will take place the last two weeks of July.

Lori:  I understand most everyone has been updated by email  

throughout Lori’s trials, so I won’t repeat the details.  I can’t thank you 
all enough for your prayers and support for her.  We have become very 
close friends since my DTS last year and it was hard for me to see 
someone I care about so much suffering like she was and is.  When 
Lori returned to St. Croix half-way through outreach I was given more 
responsibility as a leader.  Although Luke, TJ and myself led the time in 
Costa Rica together, Lori had placed me in charge.  While I was 
learning what it was like to lead without Lori there, her medical issues 
began in St. Croix.  I was able to hear from her by email, except for the 
first week in Costa Rica when we lived with host 
families.  It was very difficult for me knowing that 
she was suffering and I could barely communicate 
with her.  God taught me a lot about trusting Him 
with my loved ones during my time in Costa Rica.  
When I returned to St. Croix, I became her 
primary care giver.  As you know, one week after 
the DTS finished, I went with Lori to Miami 
because her case had become so urgent.  It would 
take me too long to describe my experiences, but 
hearing that your best friend could die while being 
transferred to get help is not easy.  God gave me 
the strength to walk through this and encourage 

not only Lori, but her parents as well.  The time in Miami was 
very emotional, stressful and intense.  The entire experience has 
been one of the most difficult things I’ve ever been through.  I’ve 
never walked anyone through something life-threatening and I 
felt very helpless.  It’s so hard to watch someone you care about 
in so much pain and not know what to do and not get the help 
from doctors that you hope for.  I’m glad she is finally resting and 
near good doctors, but please continue to pray for healing 
because her hives are still there.  Please also pray for God to 
restore hope and joy to her.  If you were not updated 
throughout the progression of Lori’s recent experiences, please 
visit www.loririetema.com to find a detailed account. 

If you would like to send a donation or support me monthly you may send it to:  Veronica Thompson, 4030 Diamond Ruby, 
Christiansted VI 00820.  Make checks payable to “YWAM” (please do not include my name on the check in order to receive tax 
deduction).  If you would like to learn more about YWAM St. Croix, please visit our website at www.ywamstcroix.org.
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