
From: Veronica Thompson <veronica.thompson@ywammontana.org> 
Sent: Thursday, April 8, 2010 9:37 PM 
Subject: sudden changes 
 
Coming soon to a theater near you...my life has changed once again! 
 
The ship finally arrived in St. Marc with the 4 containers! I wrote an update recently about everything currently happening 
with the Haiti project, so please visit our facebook if you would like to read it:  http://www.facebook.com/pages/Hands-
Feet-For-Haiti/269636253137?ref=ts  
 
In the last email I wrote you in March, I had mentioned that I needed to make some personal decisions because I felt like I 
would not be able to handle both DTS and running the Haiti project at the same time.  Staffing a DTS requires you to be 
on call and to give 100% of your attention to the students, and I wouldn't want to give them any less.  I had peace about 
stepping out of the Spring DTS and the leaders I spoke with also agreed with the decision. 
 
Another option was presented to me, on top of the Haiti project.  This base runs a school called the Foundations of 
Community Development (FCD) in the Spring quarter.  The purpose of the FCD is to give an overall view of the issues 
involved in helping communities to grow and be transformed toward God's intentions.  The foundation stone is a biblical 
understanding of the root causes of poverty and underdevelopment, and what steps must be taken toward solving them.  I 
have wanted to attend this school since I heard of it during my DTS, but expected it would be years before I could attend 
it.  The leader of my department brought the FCD up as an option for me to do right now because she saw this as 
something that goes hand in hand with the Haiti project.  I can definitely see the use in attending this school to help me 
understand how to walk through the transition from relief to development on the island of La Gonave. 
 
I was wary of whether or not I'd be able to afford the time to be a student and still handle all that is needed to keep things 
going smoothly with Haiti relief.  But, things have slowed down with the project recently since the containers arrived in 
Haiti yesterday and it's seeming more manageable.  I really wanted to go down to Haiti as soon as possible, but in asking 
God what He wanted me to do I felt like He was leading me to attend the FCD.  After presenting my desire to attend FCD 
to the leadership team on base, they were all in agreement that it would be a good thing for me to do in light of all I've 
been working on with Haiti.  The final decision was made just a few days before this school started (this past Monday, the 
5th).  I am remaining on a staff status, even though I'm attending the school.   
 
The lecture portion normally costs $2,900, but the leadership team is discussing how much I need to pay for the school 
(they are trying to give me a discount).  It will cost me around $1,300 for the lecture portion (3 months) and then the 
outreach will be around $2,000.  I do not have all of this money, but I believe God has asked me to do this school so I 
know He will provide.  Please pray with me for the finances to come in, I need at least $2,000 by April 30th. 
 
We will almost certainly be going to Haiti for our 2 month outreach, and I'm currently in dialogue with the school leader 
about taking our outreach to the island of La Gonave. 
 
I am passionate about teaching on Biblical Worldview and seeing people's lives, and even communities, transformed 
through God's Word.  This school will help me to understand better how to teach on Biblical Worldview and will train me 
about the practical aspects of development (such as water treatment, agriculture, church growth, etc).  Through this, I will 
gain a better understanding of how to bring healthy and Biblical development to poor communities, such as the ones on 
La Gonave.   
 
I will be very busy between attending the FCD and continuing with the Haiti project, but I think it will be manageable.  The 
leader of the FCD school has given me some extra time in the schedule to work on Haiti related tasks and there is an 
understanding that I can step out of class if I get important phone calls.  I'm looking forward to learning all that God has for 
me in this season.  I'm also really looking forward to finally going to Haiti myself, and especially La Gonave, at the end of 
June.  I should return from outreach at the end of August and continue with my staff position in the DTS department.   
 
Thank you for your continued support; I couldn't be here without you and I'm able to pursue God's purpose for my life with 
your help. 
 


