
From: Veronica Thompson <veronica.thompson@ywammontana.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2010 8:16 PM 
Subject: Update and Haiti Project 
 
Hello Everyone, 
 
I'm sorry I've not written sooner;  the last two weeks have been so busy that I'm barely able to get anything 
accomplished other than the Haiti project.  The Haiti Project I'm now leading at our base has been a sudden 
development, and I have not had the opportunity to mention my involvement with it. 
 
I would like to give a brief background of how I was led to be involved.  My brother, Caleb, had served at a 
Wesleyan Mission on the island of La Gonave this past Nov/Dec. The mission has an orphanage, the only 
hospital on the island, and also provides physical services such as municipal water.  When Caleb learned of the 
earthquake, he immediately sought a way to help that Mission.  The immediate reports from the Mission were 
urgent and that without relief for imminent starvation, the missionaries would be forced to evacuate and risk 
losing over 50 years of hard work. 
 
The story short is that Caleb, and his friend Andy Pratt, ended up speaking with the District Superintendent of 
the New England Wesleyan district in NY and requested funding to send supplies down to the Mission.  The DS 
stepped out in faith and gave money for one container, trusting that God would bring the money in.  My dad, 
Chris Thompson, also became involved and continues to work with the logistics of purchasing of supplies and 
organizing volunteers to load and ship containers.  One 20 ft. container can hold roughly 45,000 lbs of food 
(70% rice, 20% beans, 10% oil). 
 
Caleb and Andy flew to Florida to oversee the loading of the first container and purchased the much needed 
antibiotics for the Mission's hospital.  My uncle Pete Thompson shared the need of this Mission with his 
Calvary Chapel church in Spokane, WA.  They responded by purchasing another full container.  So, two 
containers have arrived on La Gonave, along with my brother and Andy.  Once the staff at the Wesleyan 
Mission heard that food was arriving, they no longer needed to evacuate. 
 
The need for food for the people of La Gonave remains enormous.  The island of La Gonave (37 miles long, 
population 120,000 plus refugees) has received no aid other than what God has provided through our efforts.  A 
third container is on its way (purchased jointly by Calvary Chapel in Spokane and the ENYNE Wesleyan 
district ).  Praise God for what He's done!  It's amazing to see how He uses such seemingly random people to 
meet a huge need, and He gets the glory! 
 
After the earthquake, I felt a deep burden for the people of Haiti.  I asked about serving in Haiti,  but felt like 
God told me "not yet". So, as I waited, an opportunity arose.  After seeing how God used my brother, Andy and 
Dad, I realized I could share a similar plan with the leadership on this YWAM base.  My plan includes a lot 
more fundraising because we are not affiliated with one church in particular, which means I would have to share 
this need all throughout the Flathead Valley region.  I explained my plan (to raise funds and ship containers out 
of FL) with the base leadership and they were behind it 100%.  They gave me permission to step out of my 
current duties to focus solely on this project; they even put together a team of 5 experienced missionaries to 
assist in bringing this effort to fruition. 
 
I've never tackled a project this large before and it's quite overwhelming at times!  But, of course, that gives 
God room to get the glory.  The team set a goal of raising money to purchase 2 containers full of food, medical 
and fuel supplies for La Gonave (which will cost approx. $50,000).  We felt strongly that we should begin by 
taking an offering on our YWAM base before we went into the community to request donations.  So, last 
Monday and Tuesday I shared at different gatherings on base and we saw $5,000 in donations.  The base 
council decided to match that amount out of a base Gift Fund, so we had $10,000 by Wednesday 
morning!  Throughout that week I spoke at pastor ministerial meetings in different areas of the Flathead 



Valley.  We've seen another $5,000 come in through some of those pastors.  This past friday I also did a radio 
interview on a Christian station and they are broadcasting that starting this week. 
 
This week we will be sharing this project with the community and with business owners, so please be praying 
for God's wisdom on how to share and for His favor.  I believe God is doing much more than only raising 
money for Haiti.  I'm also praying that we build lasting connections in the communities around us.  I spoke at a 
Rotary club in town last night and there some business men interested in donating medical supplies.  We will 
also be sharing with some public schools and local bank connections we already have.  We may even go speak 
with the Mayor and get on the local news channel. 
 
This project is so much bigger than me, or even our base, and it's such a privilege to be used by God in this 
way!   God willing,  we may even see more than $50,000 be donated, in which case we will likely shift to 
purchasing shelter oriented supplies for La Gonave for shipment in containers.  We've just learned of a 
significant need to send shelter to the island -- the rainy season begins soon -- and it would be amazing if we 
were able to fill a third container with tarps and rope. 
 
If you would like to learn more about this project, we have a video and explanation on our website: 
www.ywammontana.org.  Or, of course, you can email me at this ywam email or call me: (340) 277-8798.  I'm 
sorry this had to be such a long email, but I wanted to catch you all up and so much has happened in only a few 
weeks!  If you would like to participate in this project by donating money, checks can be made payable to 
"YWAM" with 'containers' on the memo line and sent to: 
Accounting Office 
501 Blacktail Rd. 
Lakeside, MT 59922 
You can also donate securely on our website through PayPal. 
 
 Prayer is vital to the success of this project because nothing will happen if God doesn't do the work.  It is 
difficult to determine the balance between how much to do ourselves and how much to simply leave in God's 
hands.  I believe our role is to get the word out about the need on La Gonave and God will bring the finances in, 
but this certainly can be a lot of work!  Thank you so much for your prayers. 
 
Also, if you would like to learn more about this Wesleyan Mission on La Gonave, please see their 
website:  http://gpcaribeatlantic.com/. You'll find stories there about my brother and Andy bringing supplies 
down. 
 
For His Glory, 
Veronica 


