
From: Veronica Thompson  
Sent: Sunday, February 8, 2009 12:59 AM 
Subject: update 
 
Hello, 
 
I wasn't able to write before we left Nicaragua, it ended up being much busier the last two days than I 
expected.  We are safely in Heredia, Costa Rica now.  We left Diriamba at 7am on Friday morning and arrived 
at the Pura Vida Missions base in Heredia at 6:30pm.  It was a long day, but after all the stories we heard about 
border crossing, it turned out to be much easier than we expected!   We had a few language issues in 
communicating where we needed to be dropped off in San Jose, but somehow God worked that out and we 
ended up at the right spot with someone already there to pick us up. 
 
The time we spent in Chinandega, Nicaragua, with the pastor and his family was wonderful.  It was very tiring 
and busy, but we all enjoyed it a lot.  There were 13 people living in the house before we arrived, so with us and 
our translator there were 24.  There was only one bathroom with a shower, so that made things interesting.  It 
was tight living quarters and very hot, but we enjoyed the family and the ministry we were doing so much.  We 
helped feed children at a few differen feeding centers in very poor areas, helped de-lice people in a poor 
neighborhood with medical shampoo, taught youth from several different churches how to do some dramas, and 
did three different evangelistic meetings (they called them campaigns).  The youth group from the church we 
worked with also knew some dramas and so we worked together to do these campaigns, and one of us would 
always give the message at the end.  Through those three campaigns, we saw 80 people accept Christ and there 
were many reconciliations.  God used us in big ways to reach the people there!  It was such an honor to work 
alongside the youth group at this church and see their heart for the lost in their city. 
 
The base here in Heredia is very nice, but the weather is very cold (compared to what we're used to)!  It gets 
down to the upper 50's at night and is very windy.  But, they do have warm water to shower with, which is a 
luxury we're not used to!  We will be leaving tomorrow morning to all disperse in pairs and live with host 
families for a week.  It is going to be very challenging for all of us, especially since none of us have much 
spanish speaking ability, but we're excited for the challenge.  We will be working with one church in particular, 
during the days we will be doing construction on the pastor's house so that his family can move into it and in the 
evenings we will be doing whatever type of ministry we feel God is asking us to do (such as open-airs, door to 
door prayer, service, etc.).  We'll return to the base next sunday and then be staying here for the rest of our time 
in Costa Rica.  Hopefully I'll be able to update you when I return next sunday.  My internet usage is very 
limited again. 
 
Thank  you all so much for your prayers.  God has restored me back to full health, which is a great feeling.  For 
the most part, the entire team is doing pretty well healthwise.  We are all being stretched in different ways and 
it's great to see the growth in the students as they try new things all the time.  Please pray for courage for the 
students during this week with the families, that they would do things whether they are comfortable or 
not.  Please pray that we would be a blessing to the families we live with and truly show them the love of 
Christ, even if we don't have a lot of words we can speak!  Thank you for your support, it is so encouraging to 
me. 
 
For His Glory, 
Veronica 
 


