
From: Veronica Thompson <veronica.thompson@ywammontana.org> 
Sent: Sat, January 1, 2011 2:24:26 PM 
Subject: Haiti Team update 1.1.11 

Happy New Year!!!!  It was interesting having the New Year celebration in Haiti, it's a bigger deal to the 
Haitians than any other holiday.  So, our team attended the 9pm-1am church service and got to count down the 
New Year with over 1,000 Haitians.  It was absolutely crazy in the building when it turned to the New Year, 
which included dancing and singing as loud as they could.  It was a blast, though, and wonderful to see the 
Haitians celebrate in a way that fits their culture. 
  
We've been walking the streets sharing the Gospel and praying for people almost everyday since I wrote you 
last.  And we continue to go back and visit the people who we had the privilege of leading to the Lord to 
strengthen their faith and answer questions they might have.  We're about to leave for La Gonave on Monday, 
so yesterday (fri.) was our last day to go out and visit the people we've met and prayed for.  I went to visit a lady 
who I had shared the Gospel with about 2 weeks ago.  When I was at her house 2 weeks ago I could feel God's 
heart for her very strongly and as I shared she was trying not to cry.  She seemed depressed, but it was obvious 
that God was speaking to her and she said she didn't want to accept Christ at that time, but would come to 
church that sunday and see what God would do.  I felt compelled to visit her again and see how she was doing, 
so yesterday I finally got the chance to go back to her house.  Her countenance was totally different and she was 
smiling and joyful.  I asked her how she had been doing since we talked with her a few weeks ago and she 
replied that something had changed inside of her.  I asked her to explain and she said that she had started to go 
to church again, that God was speaking to her heart and she wants to know God more.  I asked her how she felt 
about accepting Christ into her life and she said she wanted to learn more first because when she makes the 
decision she wants it to be forever.  Although I didn't get to see her come to the Lord, it was so encouraging to 
see how much God had been moving in her life after we shared the Gospel with her the first time and to know 
that she wants to accept Christ soon.  It was good closure before I leave this area, although there is still so much 
need here and so many people we haven't been able to pray for/encourage/share the Gospel with.  I'm so glad I 
know I'll be able to come back sometime in the future. 
  
Some of the groups of our team have been going up the mountainside behind the house that we are staying in to 
spend time getting to know many of the refugees living in tarp houses.  At least part of our team has been up 
there everyday for a few weeks and we felt like God wanted us to run a children's program this past 
tuesday.  The parents of the children have also enjoyed anytime we have played with the kids, like teaching 
them 'duck, duck, goose'.  So, this past tuesday afternoon we put together an hour long children's program with 
games, funny skits, and a very short message.  We were expecting around 60-80 kids and instead almost 300 
showed up!  It was pretty chaotic because our sound system stopped working right in the beginning and it's very 
difficult to yell louder than 300 kids talking at the same time...but it was such a good time!  Our students 
enjoyed it so much and God spoke through us to the mountainside community about His heart.  They were sad 
to see us leave and it was clear that they were beginning to trust us.  The first picture I have attached is from one 
of the skits we were doing during the children's program and it's not all of the children who were there. 
  
We then felt like God was asking us to preach the Gospel through dramas, testimonies and sharing from our 
heart about what Jesus has done for us to the people living on the mountainside.  So, we did this program on this 
past thursday afternoon.  Just about everything that could go wrong was going wrong before we got up to the 
mountain to share the Gospel, but through some prayer and trouble shooting we were able to do it all 
anyway.  We had a decent crowd around us, which still included many children.  At the end we asked if anyone 
wanted to accept Christ into their hearts and over 30 people raised their hands, which included many 
children.  After we led them through the prayer, we prayed for healing for many of the sick and several more 
adults came to the Lord.  It was absolutely incredible because we've been hearing God tell us to invest in the 
people on the mountainside for weeks and we've been faithful to do so, but seen little fruit in terms of people 
responding to the Gospel.  Then, through this open-air sharing of the Gospel, we saw many come to Christ at 



once.  God is so faithful and so much bigger than we can imagine.  The second picture I attached is of one of 
our students leading the group you see to the Lord through prayer. 
  
As I mentioned in my last email, we'll be taking the team to La Gonave on Monday.  I'm so excited to finally be 
going there and to meet the people we worked so hard to help after the earthquake.  And our team will be 
working with the Berna brothers much of the time we're there, so I will finally get to know them better than just 
the phone calls we've had to work out their visa situations.  I'll still be trying to get them visas to come to either 
the Spring (starts April 4th) or Fall (starts Sept. 20th) DTS in Montana.  We weren't able to do that for this 
Winter DTS because too much had to be done and there wasn't enough time to line it all up.   
  
It sounds like I won't have any internet access on La Gonave because WISH pays for a certain amount of 
internet usage a month and if it gets used up, then they have nothing until the next month.  So, in order to save 
their internet time they ask that teams not use their internet.  There may be another way to get some time online, 
but I don't know yet.  If I do, I will try to sneak out another update.  Maybe next time I won't write as much so it 
doesn't take as long!  I just wish I could share everything with you so that you could be encouraged by what 
God is doing through us here and also that you could know what's going on so you can pray. 
  
Please continue to pray for our teams' health physically, more and more people are getting sick.  Nothing too 
terrible, but certainly not fun.  And please be praying for our team as we transition to an entirely new location 
(different living conditions, food, ministry, lifestyle, etc).  It almost seems like we are starting a new outreach 
because so much is going to be different on La Gonave from the way things have been here in Carrefour.  We 
are glad to be going to the island before the election results are announced because there are going to be 
demonstrations in PaP and Carrefour for sure and we don't want to get stuck inside.  We don't know yet when 
the results will be announced, though.  And please pray for strength for me to continue to be the leader I need to 
be for the students and at the same time to think about how God wants to use me in the future to work in 
Haiti.  It's obvious that God is working here and Haiti is at a turning point, maybe even a breaking point.   
  
Hope you all had a great New Year's Eve/Day!  I'd love to hear what you think of the book I sent once you read 
it...only for curiosity sake:)  Hopefully I'll get to write again in January! 
  
For His Glory, 
Veronica 



 
 

 


