
From: Veronica Thompson  
Sent: Monday, July 6, 2009 9:11 PM 
Subject: Equip and the summer 
 
Hello everyone, 
 
Time is flying by!  I can hardly believe it's July already!  Part of that might be due to the fact that there is very 
little difference in the seasons here...it feels like July every month;)  But, the summer is notably hotter!  I know 
I've already shared this with some of you, but it's 90-95 degrees in the shade during the day and about 85 
degrees at night and humid.  I'm surprised at how hot it feels.  I'm thankful I'm sleeping in a room with a lot of 
windows, so I get somewhat of a breeze! 
 
The six-week DTS Equip school ended here on June 20th.  The picture I've attached is of all of the students and 
staff together.  The couple in the foreground, with children, came from the YWAM base in Montana to run the 
school.  They were a great influence on this base and it was a privilege to be under their leadership.  All 
together we had 13 participants, which is great for the Caribbean region for a first time school.  All, except for 
2, of the participants currently staff at YWAM bases all over the Caribbean.  The school was a huge success 
because each participant walked away a changed person.  Even though it is only a six week school, God brought 
about the revelations each person needed from the teachings in order to shift their ways of thinking to be more 
in line with His.  Most of the participants had already staffed one or more Discipleship Training Schools, which 
made for great questions and discussions.   
 
We had several days of outreach in the community during the fifth week and were able to share the Gospel with 
several people we came in contact with.  We also developed some new connections into the community, namely 
two local Christians who want to start a mission house for the homeless in Frederiksted.  Some of the vision is 
even to see this run-down place become a rehabilitation home of sorts.  They would like our help to repair an 
old building and start this mission.  It's great how God brings about connections at just the right times.  In the 
coming months, we will try to get teams down here to help repair this building.   
 
Overall, I enjoyed staffing the DTS Equip school and learned a lot about discipling leaders.  It was even more 
busy than I expected, but I loved being a part of it.  I'm hoping I might be able to help staff another Equip 
school sometime!  We had two weeks of a regular work schedule after Equip ended and now we're into our first 
week of Jericho Kids, which is a half-day VBS style program for local youth.  We have a team of 20 high 
school students and their 4 leaders from PA running the program this week.  We have about 35 children, ages 5-
13, right now.  Next week we will run another week of Jericho Kids, but have a different team here.  And then 
onto 2 full weeks of King's Kids, which is an overnight camp and much more intensive for youth ages 8-18.   
 
As for me, I will be leaving soon to take some time off.  I've spoken to several people in the mission field whom 
I respect and shared a bit about the stress I was under when Lori was going through her medical difficulties.  I 
came straight from the high stress environment of DTS outreach into Lori's situation and then didn't get a break 
before we started preparing for the Strategy Conference we hosted and the Equip.  The people I spoke with 
suggested that I take more than just two weeks off this summer, so after praying about it for a while and talking 
to the directors here, I've decided to fly to Montana for two weeks in order to de-brief, rest, and seek counsel 
and advice about how to live on the mission field long-term and about my vision for the future. I attended the 
DTS Equip at the Montana base last summer and I know several leaders from whom I would like to seek 
advice. I'll then spend 3 weeks in NY (Aug 3-23) before heading back to St. Croix to prepare for the Fall DTS. I 
hope to visit a lot of you while I'm home, and drive to see some of you who live further away.   
 
Thank you so much for your support and prayers; I can't do it without you.  God bless you! 
 
In Christ, 
Veronica 



 
 


