
From: Veronica Thompson <veronica.thompson@ywammontana.org> 
Sent: Monday, May 30, 2011 2:29 AM 
Subject: Leaving for Haiti! 
 
I attached a copy of my newsletter in PDF format, hope you enjoy it! 
 
I am currently gearing up to leave for Haiti on Wednesday, June 1st.  Alisha and I will be flying to Haiti, arriving 
on June 2nd and then getting out to the island of La Gonave on June 3rd.  We'll be returning to Montana on 
July 12, so we will be there a full 6 weeks! 
 
As I've mentioned to most of you, Alisha and I are starting a new ministry on the YWAM Montana base with the 
purpose of bringing the Gospel through action.  The two locations we've decided to focus on first are the 
Flathead Valley (where our YWAM base is located) and La Gonave, Haiti.  So, this trip to Haiti will help us 
learn how we can be a part of the work on La Gonave. 
 
We want to spend time with our WISH and Wesleyan contacts on La Gonave, as well as learn more about 
other organizations working there.  This will help us see how we can best partner with what God is doing 
through others already established there.  We don't want to reinvent the wheel, but instead figure out how we 
can work together to make a greater impact on La Gonave. 
 
One particular project we are interested in partnering with is the building of a new orphanage.  Currently, there 
is an orphanage with 70 children living in a cement building with limited space and no where to play.  A co-op 
has formed with members who have a heart for this orphanage (check out their 
website:  http://okipe.org/).  They have already purchased a plot of land, dug a well, and are currently building 
a wall around the property.  Their desire is to build a "Children's Village", which means several houses holding 
6-8 children in each with a house "mom" so that they will receive more individual care.  They also want to 
create a better financial structure for the orphanage that will enable people to donate money specifically for the 
orphans' education, or food, or clothing, etc.  No such structure has existed, so any money donated in the past 
was pooled and used to meet the most dire needs (meaning if food was lacking, then the children's education 
would be put on hold to pay for food). 
 
Alisha and I believe partnering with this project will help care for the orphans, establish rapport in the 
community, help get YWAMers from the Montana base involved with a longer term project (compared to the 
relief effort last year), and show the existing organizations that we are serious about working on La 
Gonave.  The Okipe co-op's hope is to have the orphans moved onto the new location by the end of the year, 
but seeing the new Children's Village run smoothly could take up to 5 years. 
 
As Alisha and I want to learn how we can best partner with this Okipe Orphanage project and get YWAM 
Montana involved.  We also helped send two Bible teachers, Paul and Lukas, from our base to La Gonave and 
they are there right now.  We will be on the island for 4 days together before Paul and Lukas will return to 
MT.  Please pray for them as they have a full schedule of teaching pastors this week.  They are pioneering 
YWAM Bible teaching on La Gonave and we hope to see it continue and grow.  There is such a need for the 
Haitian Church to understand the correlation between the Old and New Testaments, and for pastors to learn 
tools to study the Bible well. 
 
I will be writing updates through email and on the Hands & Feet for Haiti Facebook page about the work we're 
doing on La Gonave.  A big request I have from all of you is for prayer while we're there.  There is so much 
spiritual warfare in Haiti and communication is usually very difficult.  I really don't want there to be 
misunderstanding between us and any of the organizations we speak with, so please pray for God's protection 
in communicating and anything the enemy would try to do.  And please pray for protection in general for my 
health, especially since the medical care in Haiti is lacking. 
 
Thank you again for your faithful prayers and support; I couldn't be doing this without you.  I know God has a 
good plan for the people of La Gonave and we want to learn what our part is in seeing His heart come to 
pass.   
 
For His Glory, 
Veronica 


